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progress. For non-co-operators, the proceedings of the Councils
and the Assembly ought to be a standing proof of the wisdom of
their abstention.
PLEA FOR COOL-HEADEDNESS
Angry correspondence regarding Sir Robert Watson-Smythe's
speech is streaming in. One correspondent advises me to give a
full reply to that unfortunate speech. Another sends me a cut-
ting with a covering letter in which he asks:
Does it not represent the mentality of the average Englishman towards
India, and if it does, should we not boldly ask them to clear out of
India and leave the country exclusively to the children of the soil? Shall
we be very much in the wrong to proclaim that our immediate object is
to drive Englishmen out of India?
The correspondent says that he is an humble camp-follower
in the movement. I must respectfully point out to him and those
who may think like him that the mood represented in the foregoing
paragraph ill-becomes a non-co-operator. Non-co-operation is
a process of conversion and we have to convert by our model con-
duct even Britishers like Sir Robert Watson-Smythe. Whilst I
am prepared to admit that the President of the Bengal Chamber
of Commerce represents the mentality of the majority of Eng-
lishmen, there is a very respectable minority that certainly does
not share the Smythian mentality. And so long as we have an
Andrews, a Stokes1, a Pearson2 in our midst, so long will it be un-
gentlemanly on our part to wish every Englishman out of India.
Nor is it otherwise necessary for us to take up the exclusive atti-
tude suggested by the correspondent. I do not despair of English-
men taking a sane view of things. After all, they are a practical
people. They know how to make a virtue of necessity. What
they will not yield to reason, they have been known to yield to
force of circumstances, but I suggest to the correspondent that we
should have some faith also in ourselves. Can we escape our
share of blame for being treated like "dirt"? If we have hitherto
been too weak to assert ourselves, too disunited to command
attention to our wishes, and too selfish to sacrifice and too ignorant
to understand the true interest of the country, is it any wonder if
English traders, taking advantage of our weaknesses, have lorded
it over us and have begun to think that they have a prescriptive
1 Samuel Stokes, social worker and associate of G. F. Andrews
2 William Winstanley Pearson, a missionary who collaborated with C. F.
Andrews in Y.M.G.A- work; taught at Santiniketan for some time in 1914.